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..one of them is his very own wheelchair! ## MY FIRST RUN SCRUFF sat in the back of the truck, biting his nails. The driver swung his palm over the steering wheel with practiced ease. "Chill out," Scruff said. "You'll be fine." The driver turned and looked at Scruff. "I am perfectly fine, and you don't have to tell me to chill out. I have the right of way, remember?" Scruff felt a flush of humiliation
on his skinny little neck. He knew he was no match for this kid. The driver was twice his size and probably twice his age, with long legs and a long neck and arms. Scruff knew he was going to be in big trouble. He turned around to look out the window. The truck driver stared straight ahead. "I'm just saying you're going to have to get your 'wheelchair' off my truck, little lady." Scruff turned around and
faced the driver. "You will get your 'wheelchair' off my truck, and you will stay in your lane." He pushed himself up and stood. "My dad built that wheelchair and he says it's a good one, but a girl is one thing, but a wheelchair is another. I can take care of myself." "My grandma made that wheelchair. It was my favorite thing in the whole world. It even had wheels. I love it. But that didn't do me a lot of
good, did it?" "All right, I guess that's cool. Get off my truck now. I know it's tough, but you're going to have to. I'm a professional truck driver and my name is Driver #191. Don't make me get out of the truck and beat you up." Scruff stared at the windshield, one hand on the door handle, wondering if he could just jump out and not get into any more trouble. "Okay, but we're gonna have to be nice to
each other. We'll have to share it." "Share it? Who are we sharing it with?" "Well, I'm gonna get a good friend to take care of it for me. We'll have to share it." "Share it? Share it with who?" "Well, that's the surprise. The surprise is that it's my very own wheelchair." "You 82157476af
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